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March 13, 2020 

Dear Reverend Fathers, brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I wish you all good strength during Great Lent and in the face of increased fears and 

societal concerns about the Coronavirus. While society around us reacts with fear and 

stress, we will continue to put our faith in the only true source of peace, our Lord and 

God and Savior Jesus Christ. Christ promised us that the gates of hell would never 

prevail against His Holy Church and we can rest assured that His promise is true. 

Despite persecutions, plagues, pandemics, natural disasters, invasions, enslavement, 

etc; the Church has remained steadfast in Her faith and practice. 

While this may be a time of increased stress, it is not a time for us to react in fear, but 

rather wisely and with faith. There are several things that we will be doing to this end: 

 

1. The Church will be disinfected before and after each service 

2. People who are exhibiting symptoms are asked to stay home. While this is not a 

normal option, there are ways for watching the service 

online:  http://www.goholycross.org/Broadcast/  or http://www.goannunciatio
n.org/live-services.  There are others in addition to these, you can google 
live Orthodox Divine Liturgy to find the others. 

3. It is our recommendation that you not reverence the icons with the 
traditional kiss, but rather bow to them.  

4. During the kiss of peace, simply bow to the persons next to you 
instead of embracing them. Having the laity perform the Kiss of Peace is not 
a universal Orthodox tradition. 

5. There will be no veneration of the Cross at the end of the service. 
Instead, the priest, after having washed his hands, will hand out the antithoron 
(Holy Bread) so as to limit it to one hand touching the bread. Do not kiss his 
hand at this time. 

http://www.goholycross.org/Broadcast/
http://www.goannunciation.org/live-services
http://www.goannunciation.org/live-services


 

 

SS. PETER & PAUL 
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 

9980 Highway 9  PO Box 458, Ben Lomond, CA 95005 

Phone: (831) 336-2228    FAX:  (831) 336-2227  
   

Reverend Father Nathan R. Thompson, Pastor 

 

 

“...the Disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” Acts 11:26 

 

6. Do not kiss the Priest's hand when you ask him for a blessing. 

7. We will continue to serve the Eucharist in the usual manner as 
prescribed by Holy Orthodox Tradition and Archdiocesan instructions. 

8. Coffee Hour will just be limited to coffee and tea for the time being 

The most important thing that we can do is pray for one another and for the 
world, asking the intercession of the Theotokos and all of the saints. 

 

God bless you all. 

Love in Christ, 

Father Nathan Thompson, Pastor  

Saints Peter and Paul Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church 

Ben Lomond, California 

831-430-8319 

 


